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NOVEL - Worksheet

February 2001, GK 11  
      (B.S.)

	


I have written this worksheet to give you some ideas that should focus your approach to reading a novel as a whole. There are some tips and some tasks; both should help you to deal with the text and, on the other hand, give the other pupils a chance to get to know what you have been reading. So here we go:

I.





(
There are two different ways of reading: "close reading (statarisch)" and "cursory (kursorisch)". The first one is like close-reading of a text; the second one is trying to get a general impression of the text, the basic information etc. In our case you need the second way of reading: Please do not look up every word you don't know (especially not all the adjectives) - you will be terribly frustrated. Most of the times you only need to understand the general idea expressed, use clues (e.g. chapter headings, allusions to the headings in the text) and guess the meaning from the context or from their form (similarity to other languages, to other English words, etc.) for a general understanding of the story. Keep yourself busy only with the words you think you cannot ignore (for example some idiomatic expressions, certain verbs). The primary aim is to  E-N-J-O-Y  reading.

The two main areas where you probably will have difficulties are vocabulary and coherence (coherence is the logical connection between things, people and events in a text ( what the story is about). Coherence relies on your ability to associate what you read with what you already know (general knowledge, context etc.) and is built up gradually as the story unfolds.

II.






((
Before you start reading: some basic preconditions and tools:

Create a nice and cosy atmosphere. Have a pencil and (perhaps) several coloured pencils to mark everything you think is extraordinary - you will be grateful if you are looking for these parts later. And therefore: be extremely patient with yourself.

Example: Not many novels give away the meaning of the title right at the beginning, so readers go on developing ideas about the novel while they read.

III.





(((
Tasks & Tips: Please write these on separate sheets of paper so that they can be collected in a folder, accessible for all the others.

A:
Pre-reading activity:

1. How many parts/chapters/pages does the book have?

2. What are your expectations before you start reading (2 sentences)

B:
While-reading activity:

1. Mark all the passages where you are very surprised of what happens.

2. Mark one passage you would like to discuss with the group!

3. While reading a novel you will have to decide what kind of information it is that you are getting – or looking for – at a given moment, i.e. whether it is something you might have overlooked in a previous chapter, or something you can look up outside the novel. This means that it might be a good idea to take notes after reading a certain number of pages, or a chapter of a novel. These notes can be written in the form of a chart that has several columns headed by the classical “wh-questions”: Who? Where? When? What? as well as some comments.

4. You should write a personal “reading log”, where you can write down your impressions. Some of the elements of a reading log can be: (a) vocabulary: words and expressions you want to remember or you intend to look up later; (b) questions and comments concerning characters and their behaviour; your feelings about a character’s behaviour and/or development; questions and comments concerning the development of the action; (c) your personal reading process: initial difficulties (and how you eventually solved them); build-up of tension; emotional involvement; your enjoyment of or disappointment with certain passages or developments or the ending; associations with other texts (including films) and with your “real-life” experiences; etc.

C:
Post-reading activity:

1. Write a short (s - h - o - r - t) summary of the novel; not longer than a page!

2. Write down characters, places and time of/in the plot. Does the plot develop chronologically or are there flashbacks, foreshadowing, dreams, memories, etc.?

3. Write a characterization of one of the main characters. If you are reading a novel in a group, everyone should characterize a different person!

4. Write what you like/do not like about the book (short review).

5. Fill in the vocabulary sheet (=> + drawing!) after you have read the whole book. Try to work out convincing explanations and contexts for the new words, so that it will be extremely easy for the others to learn the words.

6. Finally: What did you find most difficult about the text? What was your experience as a reader? (3 sentences)

At  the end of the term I would like to organize a video-night - watching all the films about the books you have been reading during the holidays? What do you think about it?

ORGANIZING

TASK 1:

We have to plan your reading times according to the time available in our course. We have to fix dates by which each group member must have read certain parts of the novel. Theses dates should be written down and handed in to me by the end of our first group session
TASK 2:


We should discuss what you are going to present, and how you want to present it effectively, and what aim(s) you want to achieve with your presentation (e.g. do you wish to recommend the book?). Plan the presentation of your novel to the rest of the class. Remember that each one of you must have a visibly active part in the presentation, which will make up one of the many elements of your English mark this term.

E n j o y   y o u r s e l f   -   E n j o y   t h e   b o o k

and





don't write threatening letters to the teacher 

 (()





Elements to talk about:
· 
Schwierigkeiten des Textes (semantisch, grammatikalisch, syntaktisch, etc.)

· 
Textauszug, den ihr gerne besprechen würdet (kurz vorherige und nachherige Entwicklung schildern) => bei allen Büchern grundsätzlich die erste/letze Seite besprechen

· 
Film vorhanden?

· 
„Stutzstellen“ (plötzliche Überasschungen) aufschreiben

· 
Finde 3 Stellen, wo du die Geschichte anders weitererzählen könntest

· 
Perspektive (was sieht man durch wen, was nicht; was würde sich beim Umschreiben verändern?)

· 
Nichtdargestellte Innenperspektiven einzelner Charaktere darstellen

Tick off the following questions referring to the structure of the novel

	QUESTION
	ELSE

	How many parts/chapters/pages has the book?
	
|
|

	What are you expectations before you start reading?
	

	Narrative time:

chronological: 1-2-3-4-5 etc.

anachronical: 2-3-1-5-4 usw.

logical

accidental
flashbacks: 3-4-5-6-1-2-5-6-7 etc.

foreshadowing: 1-2-3-7-4-5-6-8-etc.
	

	Treten folgende Spannungsverläufe auf:
	

	Teilwissen
	ganzes Wissen

	Gewissheit
	fehlende Gewissheit

	Erwartungen
	eingelöst

	Neugier
	befriedigt

	Sympathie
	"richtig" gelenkt

	Unsicherheit
	gewichen

	Angst
	begründet/unbegründet

	Wer?
	

	Wie?
	

	Wann?
	

	Wo?
	

	Was-Spannung = auf den Ausgang gerichtet
	

	Wie-Spannung = auf den Gang gerichtet
	

	Neugier - Erkenntnisspannung (Verstand)
	

	Sympathie - Gefühlsspannung (Gefühl)
	

	Spannung nach vorwärts
	

	Spannung nach rückwärts (auf die nicht oder teilweise aufgedeckten Bedingungen zurück)
	

	Vorkommende Figuren
	

	Vorkommende Orte
	

	Zeitraum des Plots (kontinuierlich oder Sprünge, Rück- und Vorblenden)
	


